
Please use this placement guide to best determine which Spanish class to start with at Virginia Tech.  The descriptions 
of our Spanish courses may help you make a decision.  If you have questions, contact the director of the Spanish 
program, Dr. Aarnes Gudmestad (agudmest@vt.edu).  Students who have declared a Spanish major or minor already 
should contact their Spanish advisor. 
 
I. FOR STUDENTS WHO DO NOT HAVE SPANISH AP OR IB SCORES ON RECORD AT VIRGINIA TECH: 
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SPAN 1105:  No previous knowledge of Spanish is required to register for SPAN 1105.  
 
SPAN 1106:  Upon entrance into Spanish 1106, students are expected to be already able to communicate at a basic level 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) about: family members and relationships, the time of day, days of the week, months and 
seasons of the year, university life and related activities, house parts and household chores, city places, and hobbies. Students 
should also be familiar with the Spanish alphabet and numbers up to 100,000,000. Students are expected to be able to talk about 
all the topics listed above both in the present and in the future.  
 
SPAN 1114:  Upon entrance into Spanish 1114, students are expected to be already able to communicate at a basic level 
(listening, speaking, reading and writing) about: family members and relationships, the time of the day, days of the week, months 
and seasons of the year, university life and related activities, house parts and household chores, city places and hobbies, food, 
clothes and animals. Students should also be familiar with the Spanish alphabet and numbers up to 100,000,000. Students are 
expected to be able to talk about all these topics listed above both in the present and in the future. Students are not assumed to 
have mastered the different uses of the past tenses but are expected to be familiar with some verb forms of the past.  
 
SPAN 2105:  Students entering a SPAN 2105 class should be able to demonstrate command (i.e., have good use of structures 
with some errors) about likes, dislikes, general descriptions of people, places and things.  Students should also be able to create 
simple narrations using tenses in the past, present and future for the purposes of sustaining simple conversations about familiar 
settings (home, school, restaurants, travel), using appropriate cultural references.  Students should be comfortable writing 
sentences as well as small paragraphs, leading up to small essays.  Incoming students should exhibit limited control, yet with 
some errors, of grammar structures such as the past tenses, object pronouns, plus structures to express personal opinions and 
some abstract situations.  
 
SPAN 2106:  Students entering a SPAN 2106 class should be able to demonstrate command (i.e., have good use of structures 
with some errors) in providing descriptions with fluency and a variety of vocabulary; creating more complex narrations using 
several tenses in coherent paragraphs; speaking about abstract situations and/or basic hypothetical situations; 
reading/comprehending readings with authentic (native) language use; applying limited use of complex grammar structures.  


